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Equality of Opportunity
1.10 Achieving positive behaviour
Policy statement

We believe that every child needs a safe, secure environment with clear boundaries and expectations to enable them to flourish.
It is important to encourage each child to consider the needs and rights, beliefs and feelings of others and the impact that their actions have on those and the environment around them. Each child needs encouragement, support and appropriate role models to be successful in this task.

Procedures
· Jenny Harrison oversees all children’s personal, social and emotional development, including issues concerning behaviour. They are required to :

· Keep up to date with current legislation, research and thinking on ways to promote positive behaviour and how to handle children’s behaviour where it may require additional support.

· Access advice from outside agencies and attend courses regarding promoting positive behaviour within Beechoak Farm

· Ensure that any information is cascaded down to other staff members

· Everyone at Beechoak is aware that customs vary between cultures and those customs are respected.

· Each staff member, volunteer or student at Beechoak Farm is required to be a good role model to the children treating children, parents and each other with courtesy and care, this is applied consistently.
· Each new member of staff is given a copy of the behaviour policy on induction and is made aware of the guidelines that must be followed regarding appropriate modelling of behaviour.

· We encourage working in partnership with each child’s parents. Parents are fed back to informally at the end of their child’s session each day and more formally once a year at parents evening. Inconsiderate reoccurring behaviour will be discussed with the parents and a plan of action will be formed by those involved using observation records to help us understand the cause of the behaviour.

Strategies to support children who engage in inappropriate behaviour

· We require that everyone at Beechoak Farm use positive strategies for handling any inconsiderate behaviour and help the child to find a solution to it. Such solutions could involve supporting the child to apologise and use a more appropriate way to solve the situation next time.

· We are aware that that the same problem may happen again and again before skills such as sharing and turn-taking develop, children will need repeated experiences with problem solving, supported by patient adults and clear boundaries.

· We acknowledge considerate behaviour such as kindness and sharing and ensure that activities are plentiful and interesting.

· We support each child to develop self esteem, confidence and feelings of success and plan activities to compliment this.

· We ensure that each child develops a sense of belonging and feels that they are a valued member of Beechoak Farm. Each child is encouraged to build a close relationship with every member of staff at Beechoak where we strive to build a family atmosphere.

· We encourage praise of children who display appropriate behaviour and ignore unwanted behaviour unless the child is endangering themselves or others.
· We never send a child out of the room by themselves, nor do we threat or use any kind of physical punishment.

· We do not use techniques that single out or humiliate children.

· We use physical restraint such as holding only to prevent physical injury to children or adults and/ or serious damage to the property.
· Details of such an event will be recorded on an incident form, and brought to the attention of the Officer-in-Charge. The child’s parents will be informed by the Officer-in-Charge via a telephone call.

· We do not raise our voices or shout in a threatening way to respond to children’s behaviour.
Rough and Tumble play

· Young children often take part in play that they have seen on television such as Power Rangers and Transformers; some children appear pre-occupied with these games. Their behaviour is not harmful but at times can be seen as inconsiderate to others. In those situations the following procedure will be adopted.
· These games will have acceptable boundaries that all staff and children are aware of to ensure that nobody is hurt.

· We discourage violent and aggressive actions and encourage the children to consider aspects of right and wrong through this type of play

· We watch the play closely at all times and suggest alternative strategies when needed to encourage problem solving skills and teamwork.

Bullying
Bullying involves repetitive physical or verbal abuse of another child or children. This is not tolerated at Beechoak Farm and any incident will be taken very seriously. Lisa-Jane Shepherd and Samantha Shorter are responsible for overseeing children’s behaviour with regards to bullying.
· If a child bullies another child or children:

· We reassure and listen to the child that has been bullied and act upon their concerns.

· Stop the child doing the bullying and explain to them why their behaviour is not acceptable. We then find a developmentally appropriate way for that child to apologise, for example a sorry picture.
· We do not label children as bullies.

· Any child who does bully will receive praise when they are showing the appropriate behaviour.

· We discuss the behaviour with the child who is bullying parents and together formulate a way forward.

· We inform the parents of the child who has been bullied and reassure them that the matter is being monitored and acted upon.

· The incident will be written up and filed away. Lisa-Jane Shepherd and Samantha Shorter check the file regularly to look for any reoccurring patterns; this is discussed with the Officer in Charge.

This policy was adopted by staff at Beechoak Farm Montessori preschool.
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